Dharma Master’s Blessings

As the full moon graces the sky and people gather in harmony, the
International Tzu Chi Medical Association holds its annual conference during the
Mid-Autumn Festival. Tzu Chi members from around the world return to Taiwan
to celebrate this joyous occasion together beneath the moonlight. It warms my
heart to see everyone dedicating themselves to free medical services in their
respective communities, reaching out with different languages but sharing the
same purpose - to connect with humanity and benefit all beings. This is the
essence of human compassion.

Poverty may not always equal suffering, but illness invariably does. Disease
shows no preference between rich and poor; when it strikes, both physical pain
and mental anguish become unbearable. Only medical care can alleviate such
suffering, making physicians the beacon of hope for patients. We are grateful
for these medical bodhisattvas of our association who willingly dedicate their
time to free clinics, bringing relief directly to those in need.

During this year’s conference, we screened a retrospective video of Dr.
Tsai Tsung-Shien. Though he has left us years ago, his image remains vivid in
our memories. He was a constant presence at every annual conference and
participated in medical missions both in Taiwan and abroad. Learning of the
shortage of dentists at Yuli Tzu Chi Hospital, he tirelessly traveled from Taipei
every week for ten years to treat local residents. Despite having polio since
childhood and requiring crutches to walk, he would climb stairs and traverse
mountain paths during medical missions. His genuine dedication commanded
deep respect and naturally inspired profound admiration.
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| believe every medical volunteer shares this same spirit. Seeing these
benevolent and skilled physicians coming together for my vision, even adjusting
their clinic schedules to volunteer, makes this medical association truly precious
and invaluable.

These medical bodhisattvas share a common heart of love, gathering like
clouds from different nations. Their shared experiences benefit everyone, as
each has moving stories of patient care that foster mutual learning and growth.
Witnessing these individuals dedicated to benefiting humanity fills our hearts
with joy and gratitude.

| have always deeply respected and admired physicians, addressing
them as “Great Healers” and regarding them as living Buddhas. Respecting
physicians is like respecting the Buddha, for they extend my love to others —
an ultimate great love. | hope everyone continues to fulfill this mission, passing
down this great love and the heart of medicine from generation to generation.
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