Tzu Chi Medical Journal 24 (2012) 87

journal homepage: www.tzuchimedjnl.com

Contents lists available at SciVerse ScienceDirect

Tzu Chi Medical Journal

= -

TZU CHI MEDICAL JOURNAL

Pathology Page
Cryptosporidiosis
Yung-Hsiang Hsu*

Department of Pathology, Buddhist Tzu Chi General Hospital and Tzu Chi University, Hualien, Taiwan

ARTICLE INFO

Article history:

Received 10 February 2012
Received in revised form
22 February 2012
Accepted 23 February 2012

A 44-year-old man with AIDS experienced watery diarrhea for 2
weeks. Examination of his stool using an acid-fast stain indicated

. L] . - 0
L]
L} . ", & %
ol 1 g sie. e, ..
¢ J: P ’EJ“. ":" :
- - - ¥ - . -
L n - & % ’e' ‘__ &
~ - c ’m-rl . ‘ r N .
: h ] . - .
: w - " ‘— - ‘_
A e a2
4 s B . Tae -
" 5, 2
x e v a .

Fig. 1. Acid-fast stain showing numerous Cryptosporidium protozoa (100x
magnification).
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Cryptosporidium (Fig. 1). Cryptosporidiosis is a recently recognized
enteric infection caused by Cryptosporidium protozoa, which cause
watery diarrhea. The infection varies from a self-limiting gastro-
intestinal infection in immunocompetent individuals to a poten-
tially like-threatening illness in the immunocompromised. It is
acquired by ingesting Cryptosporidium oocysts, which are shed in
the feces of infected humans and animals. In immunologically
competent individuals, diarrhea resolves spontaneously. In immu-
nocompromised patients, diarrhea can persists indefinitely and
may contribute to death.
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