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General Information

Aims and Scope

The Tzu Chi Medical Journal (TCMJ) is the peer-reviewed and
open access publication of the Buddhist Compassion Relief Tzu Chi
Foundation. The mission of the TCMJ is to provide practical, timely,
and relevant clinical and basic science information to physicians and
researchers practicing in Taiwan and worldwide. Scientific papers
of original research on clinical medicine and basic science, case
reports, clinical pathological pages and review articles are included
in this journal. In addition, any scope that can improve diagnosis and
treatment in clinical medicine and advance basic research, and special
features for continuing medical education (CME) are also covered
in the TCMJ. TCMJ is published quarterly by Wolters Kluwer India
Private Limited and indexed in DOAJ, EMBASE/Excerpta Medica,
Emerging Sources Citation Index, PubMed Central, SCOPUS. TCMJ
was launched in 1989. Although TCMJ is a regional journal, the
submission is not limited to Taiwan. We have received submission
from not only from the Asia-pacific region but also some other
countries worldwide. The editorial board covers experts of all major
medical fields from Taiwan and other countries.

All papers considered for publication in TCMJ are reviewed by one
associate editor and two to three reviewers. With strict review policy,
only 60% of high quality articles can be accepted for publishing in
TCMJ. We have previously published several important articles
related to the specific disease patterns in Asian Pacific region such as
tuberculosis, gout, and aboriginal alcoholism related diseases. These
articles are worthy to be refereed. We have also expanded the scope of
TCMIJ to cover vegetarian, medical education, medical ethics, medical
legal, clinical practice and therapeutics, image in clinical medicine
and medical economic commentaries. TCMJ is an useful resource for
clinicians, researchers, as well as the medical professionals.

Review articles, Original articles, Case reports, Medical ethics,
Medical education, Clinical Practice & therapeutics, Images in
clinical medicine and Pathology pages are considered for publication.

Editorial Office

Dr. Hann-Chorng Kuo

Editor-in-Chief

Tzu Chi Medical Journal

Buddhist Tzu Chi General Hospital

707, Section 3, Chung-Yang Road, Hualien 970 Taiwan
Tel: (+886) 3-8561825 ext. 2113

E-mail: tcmj@tzuchi.com.tw

Open Access
This Journal is a peer reviewed, subsidized open access journal where

the Buddhist Compassion Relief Tzu Chi Foundation pays for the
publishing costs incurred by the Journal. Authors do not have to pay
any Article Processing Charge or Open Access Publication Fee.

User Rights

All articles published open access will be immediately and
permanently free for everyone to read, download, copy and distribute.
Permitted reuse is defined by the following user license:

Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs (CC BY-
NC-ND)—for non-commercial purposes, lets others distribute and
copy the article, and to include in a collective work (such as an
anthology), as long as they credit the author(s) and provided they do
not alter or modify the article.

Copyright

Submission of a manuscript implies:

» that the work described has not been previously published (except
in the form of an abstract);

» that it is not under consideration for publication elsewhere;

» that it has been approved by all co-authors, if any, as well as by
the responsible authorities at the institution where the work was
carried out;

» that, if and when the manuscript is accepted for publication, the
authors agree to automatic transfer of copyright to the Buddhist
Compassion Relief Tzu Chi Foundation;

+ that the manuscript will not be published elsewhere in any
language without consent from the Buddhist Compassion Relief
Tzu Chi Foundation;

« that written permission has been obtained by the authors from
the copyright holders of material used from other copyrighted
sources.

All articles published in the Tzu Chi Medical Journal are protected
by copyright, which covers the exclusive rights to reproduce and
distribute the article, as well as translation rights. No part of this
publication may be reproduced, stored in any retrieval system, or
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
by photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without prior written
permission from the Buddhist Compassion Relief Tzu Chi Foundation.

Subscription Information

Requests for information and orders should be addressed to the
Editorial Office. Please forward any change of address to the Editorial
Office: allow 8 weeks for all notification of changes to take effect.
All communication during this time should include both old and new
addresses (with postal codes).

Disclaimer

While the advice and information in this journal are believed to be true and accurate at the date of it going to press, the authors, Wolters Kluwer
India Private Limited and the Buddhist Compassion Relief Tzu Chi Foundation, cannot accept any legal responsibility for any errors or omissions
that may be made. They make no warranty, express or implied, with respect to material contained herein. To the extent permissible under
applicable laws, no responsibility is assumed by Wolters Kluwer India Private Limited or the Buddhist Compassion Relief Tzu Chi Foundation
for any injury and/or damage to persons or property as a result of any actual or alleged libelous statements, infringement of intellectual property
or privacy rights, or products liability, whether resulting from negligence or otherwise, or from any use or operation of any ideas, instructions,
procedures, products or methods contained in the material herein. The opinions expressed in this journal belong to the authors and do not
necessarily reflect the opinions of Wolters Kluwer India Private Limited and the Buddhist Compassion Relief Tzu Chi Foundation.
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